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It was becommg evident to
Stan Pokras that finding a

Phﬂadelphu masseur who
“|specified in peanut oil treat-
; a8 no -easy thing.
-year-old pushed him-
back in the. chair behind
h cluttered desk and signed.
get’ some sttnnge Te-
ut we\try to do our
with each one, This one
: will be a little difficult,” said
the -gentle-spoken man from
behind a fuzzy goatee.
OFFER SERVICES
Strange requests are a nor-

ody’* out of a remarkable
storefront just off Fifth and
Snuth sts.
% EFE can pmbab]y be best
Cw descnhed as a local people-to-
) qpeople communications net-
work which attempts to pro-
vide just what its name mplies.
‘Open since June 1, the agen-
€y.at 503 South'st. now has 130
.Jmembers ‘who . offer sérvices
:|in “everything ‘from German
translation to flute lessons and
feommune accommodations to
‘}companions for blind and
B crippled pérsons,
USE OF RESOURCES
Mermbers pay a $15 fee and
e then entitled to unlimited
5 of the.agency’s resources.
‘What:it’ teal[y boils  down
ng, is " an- information
enter,’” . explamed Pokras
d i

1g ctronic engmeer—
ing. lt the Dre
Tecbnology.
To

an ’_nejeds someone to go. to

't -have much ~ money
Where can, she go? Now
fahe -~ and “‘we put her
onto: sofrieg o who is inyolved

stance, when a man
eanuf oil ‘massage
k.

LEFE — a Ioose-
knit community of people
vailahle to” each other
‘some different. skill or
need — is hot really new,

. ‘The original erganization of
that’nxme was formed in New
York City Some four years

-supermarket . . . She-

EVERY

S. Phila. Agency
Finds Answers to
_Almost Everything

2go and its members there
now number in the thousands.
“The Philadelphia  chapter
idea came about after I left
sghcol and was working as an
electronies - technician  at
Woman'’s Medical College,”
explained Pokras, 1 realized I
really wanted to. work with
people, not electronics. T went
to. New Yor kto see how EFE
was run and it turned me on.”
A steady stream of people
wander in and out of the
dingy storefront daily "to see
Pokras for advice, jobs, or
just talk. One man came in
and needed 2 job to pick up a
few dollars. He was promptly
directed down the street

to anyone w
her pack antiques.
HOME-COOKED MEALS

The door had just ‘closed
when it - opened again, this
time .with a chunky young"
woman who filled out card of-
fering custom home-cooked
meals to anyone who wanted
them. She was offering a
choice of Greek, Jewish or -
American foods and her
prices per meal began af
$1.50. )

Meanwhile two others came
in, threw themselves comfort-
ably into dilapidated stuffed
chairs, and chewed on free
bananas from a nearby table.

“It's amazing how people
just want to get together,
want to help each other. Every
day, I meet more and more
people who just want.to com-
municate with other people "
said Prokas.

ALL SORTS OF PEOPLE

“We're dealing with young
peeple, and old people, long
hairs and straights and it’s in-
credible how well theéy really
can ‘get along when they
relate to each other simply as

_people who'need something or . f;

have something to offer.,” ., .

The phone rang and Pokras
slipped  across the room,
spoke’ quietly for a few mo-
ments; hung up and came

= back 'smiling, “*‘That ‘was ‘a

“strange  guy who. is offering
$106 for someone to write him
dirty stories. We get a lot of -
weird sex calls.”

And minutes later, the next
visitor wandered in. A young
man  with ©. shoulder-length
hair, swiled, and walked to
the bullctin: board where he
read the small job cards. He
began to peel a banatia as ‘he
rca(L On the floor. a tiny grey
killen leked at his hare toes.

Over at the desk Pokras is
bhack on the phone with a
member who wants {o know
where to Jocaie a cevlain kind
‘of . whale's teeth, at a reason-
able price,
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tecbniclan who gave it all up -
to run “Everything for Every- -
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