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This lesson plan is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. In other words - download this lesson plan, share it, improve it, modify it, and most importantly - teach it! 

Approximate Lesson Time: 90 Minutes 
Learning Objective/Goals

By the end of this lesson, learners will be able to

· Explain what Freecycle is

· Understand Freecycle.org website versus Freecycle Message Groups/Yahoo Groups

· Describe the difference between offers and wanted

· Understand how to create a Freecycle account on Freecycle.org

· Demonstrate searching for and locating a wanted item on Freecycle.org

· Demonstrate writing a note to someone requesting a wanted item

· Demonstrate creating an offer for an item on Freecycle.org

· Know best practice safety considerations for exchanging items

Materials/Equipment

· Internet connected computer, ideally one per learner

· Web browser software, Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox highly recommended

· E-Mail Account

INSTRUCTOR NOTE: IT IS VERY IMPORTANT LEARNERS ARE FAMILIAR WITH EMAIL AND KNOW HOW TO ACCESS THEIR EMAIL THROUGH THE WEB, INCLUDING KNOWING THEIR USERNAME AND PASSWORD BEFORE THIS LESSON BEGINS 
Introduction to FreeCycle / What is FreeCycle?

1. Freecycle originally began a network of mailing lists and message boards where individuals can give away extra items they have, or request any items they need.

a. These items can be almost anything (legal)

b. Examples include: Toys, bicycles, refrigerators, office supplies, computers, carpets, kitchen utensils, plants, etc.

2. Freecycle started out as a number of different mailing lists running on sites such as Yahoo Groups or Google Groups. Recently, the parent Freecycle organization built a message board system on www.freecycle.org
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3. This lesson will focus on using the centralized message board system at www.freecycle.org
How do we get to Freecycle?

1. Open a web browser 

a. Type http://www.freecycle.org
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into the address bar
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2. Before we do anything on the Freecycle site, we want to first make ourselves an account

a. Having an account is very important because without an account you cannot reply to offers for items, or offer an item.

b. You can still browse the site without an account, but it’s not very useful

c. In the top right corner of the page, click log in/sign up

i. This may not appear if someone previously logged into the site, in that case log the current user out

3. We will be creating an account on FreeCycle.Org directly

a. Currently FreeCycle presents options to login using Facebook accounts, but Community Magic has seen limited success trying to make that functionality work

b. Click “Sign up using freecycle.org”

i. If this doesn’t work, go to http://my.freecycle.org and click “signup form” under the “I’m not a My Freecycle user”

c. You will need to select a username for the site. We recommend you do not use your full real name, so feel free to make up something creative and friendly 

d. Type your email address into the Email address field. This is where you will receive emails about offers or wanted items

e. Enter your password once in the password field, and then again in the Confirm password field.

f. The captcha box is to stop automated programs for signing up for hundreds of accounts. Enter the Text you see in the photo in the box. 

i. If you can’t read it, click the reload button for a new image

ii. You may also click the audio button for an audio captcha

g. Check the checkbox to agree to the Terms of Service  

INSTRUCTOR NOTE: BREAK HERE FOR 10-15 MINUTES TO ENSURE ALL LEARNERS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY CREATED AN ACCOUNT
FreeCycle Groups / Joining Groups

1. Because Freecycle groups exist worldwide, we now have to locate the Philadelphia groups.

2. There are multiple Philadelphia groups for different sections of the city

a. Review the different groups by typing “Philadelphia” in the 
“Find a group near you” box

3. For best chance of finding items/giving away items you should join all groups where you can reasonably travel to.

a. Groups also exist for many Philadelphia and New Jersey suburbs

b. Consider also joining groups where a relative or friend would be able to 
pick up items for you

4. For now, let’s join the main Philadelphia group

a. Click “Join this Group” next to the main Philadelphia Group 

5. If you now go up to My Groups in the top right hand corner, you’ll see Philadelphia and any other groups you’ve joined

INSTRUCTOR NOTE: BREAK HERE FOR 3-5 MINUTES TO ENSURE ALL 
LEARNERS HAVE FOUND A GROUP TO JOIN 
Offers and Wanted Sections

1. The Offers section is where people are offering items 

a. Click the Offers Tab

b. You will see all the items currently offered listed here

c. Let’s click the first item listed to see more information

d. If you were interested in this item, you would click Reply to post

e. Click Reply to post to see what that window would look like, but we are not going to send this person a message

f. IF you were sending a message, you would type it in this box and then click Send Message

g. Click the X to close it without sending the message

2. But what if we’re looking for a specific item? Like a refrigerator or a bicycle

a. Go back to the Offers Tab

b. Click “Search Posts”

c. In the “Words to look for” box, let’s type “toys” and then click Search for posts

d. A list will appear of all posts where people are offering toys

e. You’ll have to check them individually for appropriateness, as you see some might be baby toys or some for older children

3. Remember when you’re writing a message to someone, you may not be the only person who is asking for the item

a. Above all, be polite – this person is potentially giving you something free out of the goodness of their heart!

b. Check your spelling and grammar before sending the message to make sure it is easily understood. If you’re not sure, ask a family member or friend to proofread your note

c. Ask any questions about the item before arranging a pickup

i. What color is it?

ii. What size is it?

iii. If the item doesn’t have a picture, can you send me a picture?

Safety and Exchanging Items 

1. Let’s imagine we’ve been looking for a bicycle and someone has said we can have the one they are giving away. Now what do we do? 

Do we just show up at the persons house? 
Should I tell them where I live? 
Isn’t this all a little dangerous?

2. Most people in the world are good, but we do need to use some common sense safety when arranging item pickups

3. For heavier, larger items, some people might want you to come to their house. This would be fairly normal for something like a refrigerator

4. For smaller items, it is common to meet someone at a neutral location

a. Does anyone have any ideas of good places you might meet up with someone?

i. Take suggestions from learners

ii. If no answers given / participation low, offer ideas of coffee shops, library, bank lobby, convenience stores, maybe even a police station lobby – somewhere where people are around and there may be cameras

5. Should you go by yourself? 

a. This really depends on your comfort level. 

b. If something doesn’t seem right, bring a friend or family member. 

c. No one will be insulted if you show up with your friend who “Helped you find the address” or “move the item”

I didn’t find what I was looking for / Wanted Requests 

1. Keep checking back, use the search feature OR – Post a Wanted item request

2. Click the Wanteds tab

3. Click Make a New Post

a. Under “What Type of post is this?” – select “It’s a request for a WANTED Item”

b. Under Short description, enter a one line title such as “Bicycle for Child”

c. For approximate location, enter just that – approximately where you are. Do not post your full address here!

d. Under “Add More Details”, you can include a longer description of what you’re looking for such as “I am looking for a 16” BMX Bicycle for my 8 year old son to ride to school.”

4. Remember – don’t be too picky! Chances are someone out there is not going to have exactly what you want, but it might be pretty close. If you really want a red bicycle but only find a blue bicycle you might want to just take the blue one. 

5. The same rules for replying to offers apply to Wanted messages – be polite to anyone who emails you with a possible lead, and proofread your message before posting 

Giving Away Items / Offers

1. Now what do we do if we have an item ourselves we want to get rid of?

a. First, let’s look in the Wanted section. Someone might be looking for the very item you have, and you can send them a message directly from this section

b. If you don’t’ find anyone in “Wanted” who wants your item, it’s time to post an offer

2. Go to the Offers Tab 

a. Click Make a new post

b. Under “What type of post is this?” select It’s an OFFER of an item

c. Post to: is which Group you want to post to (if you belong to multiple groups)

d. Short description is again, a one line description

e. Approximate location should be approximate, remember – you don’t want your address out there for everyone

3. Include as much detail as you can under more details, if you can include a picture be sure to!

a. People are much more likely to pick up items they can see first 

b. Click “Make Post” - you’re done! 

4. You will receive emails on the email account you specified when anyone sends you a message.

a. Work out the details with the individual, including what time and where you are going to pick up the item

5. Do you have anything sitting around your house you don’t really use, but don’t want to throw it away because it still works? You can post it right now under Offers!

6. Are you looking for something that’s not listed in Offers, and you can wait a while to find it? Try posting a note under the “Wanted” section 


